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Appendix 1 – Report of the Collections Officer 
 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1. For those who have not worked with the Museum before, I have been the 
Collections Officer for 10 years now. I am responsible for managing the 
collections, accepting new items, managing loans, and I have a hand in our 
exhibitions programme and occasionally educational activities. 

1.2. The Museum has a Service Level Agreement with the County Museums Service, 
which provides storage space for our reserve collections at the Museums 
Resource Centre at Standlake and lets us catalogue our collections on their 
database. 

1.3. I attend quarterly meetings at Standlake with my colleagues from the County 
Museums Service and the Museum of Oxford, where we introduce our latest 
accessions and discuss collections related matters. 

 
 
2. New accessions 
 

2.1. One new accession which is important to report is a painting, which the Museum 
acquired in memory of the late Treasurer of the Museum Friends, Peter Clare. 

2.2. This was financed by the Friends through a bequest from Peter Clare. 
2.3. The Museum acquired a watercolour by Arthur Claude Strachan (1865-1954), 

showing a rural landscape, entitled Near Abingdon. The painting is currently on 
display in the Attic gallery.  

2.4. I will mention some of our other recent acquisitions, to give you an impression of 
the kind of item we are offered, mostly from Abingdon residents: glove-making 
tools from an apprenticeship at Lewis Boulton, glovemakers on St Helen’s Wharf, 
the first items we have in the collection from this company; a Polyphon (a kind of 
music box) which was originally bought by Robert Joyce Clarke for his children 
and passed through several hands before coming back to Abingdon; medals and 
badges awarded by the Red Cross Society to Gladys Challenor, a member of the 
prominent Challenor family of Abingdon. 
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3. Abingdon Community Archaeology Project 
 

3.1. The Museum is taking a role in organising the Abingdon Community Archaeology 
Project, a project which aims to connect local people with archaeology, foster an 
interest in heritage, and to get the community involved in hands-on activities and 
research. 

3.2. A small committee has formed of local archaeologists and museum staff, with 
support from Oxford Archaeology. 

3.3. Proposed activities include workshops to teach the required skills, fieldwalking 
and recording finds. 

3.4. Looking at other successful community archaeology projects in the area, we are 
confident that this will be a popular way of bringing the community, the museum 
and the local heritage closer together. 

3.5. It is not proposed that the Museum takes the overall lead on the project, but will 
facilitate activities, help with fundraising and contribute other museum-specific 
expertise. The project is in the early planning stages, but activities are expected 
to commence later this year. 

 
 

4. A new fossil display at the Museum 
 

4.1. Currently on show at the Museum is the fossil collection of Dr James Etienne, a 
prolific excavator of local fossils. 

4.2. Dr Etienne has offered two of his most spectacular specimens to the Museum on 
a long-term loan basis. 

4.3. Displaying them would require investment in new cases and a re-organisation of 
the Attic gallery, but it would boost Abingdon Museum to rank with important 
palaeontological displays in the country. 

4.4. The specimens on offer are a Pliosaur and Plesiosaur, both from the same 
location as the Ichthyosaur already on display. 

4.5. The Pliosaur material includes extremely rare cranial remains and features which 
have only been preserved in a few specimens worldwide. It is already being 
studied by academics from Portsmouth and Bristol universities and is sure to 
attract further attention nationally and internationally. 

4.6. It would also capture the interest of the public, following the excavation of another 
large Pliosaur in Kimmeridge Bay, which was the subject of a TV documentary 
and has boosted interest in these giant Jurassic predators. 

4.7. The Plesiosaur specimen is also of scientific interest, as the material is 
exceptionally well preserved, and with little previous work on such reptiles from 
the Kimmeridge Clay it offers much scope for future projects. 

4.8. The specimen also showcases an exciting story from the Jurassic Seas with its 
very visible mode of death – it is riddled with Pliosaur bitemarks. Being able to 
see this animal side by side with the Pliosaur brings the ecological relationships 
between these two giant reptiles to life. 

4.9. Having them on display would put Abingdon on the map as a prime location for 
academic palaeontologists and dinosaur enthusiasts alike. 
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5. Finds identification at the Museum 
 

5.1. We have teamed up with the Portable Antiquities Scheme to offer people an 
opportunity to show objects they have found to an expert. 

5.2. This is a welcome addition to the service the Museum can provide, since the 
Collections Officer is not an archaeologist and can not always answer people’s 
questions. 

5.3. The Finds Liaison Officer for Oxfordshire, Edward Caswell, now comes to the 
Museum three times a year, giving people a chance to have their finds identified 
locally. We first ran this scheme in 2024, when over 60 people took advantage of 
it. 

5.4. We have had one session this year, and two more are scheduled for the summer 
holidays and October half term.  

 


