




Local Updates VE-80
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The Town Council is pleased to announce that following the successful completion 
of  RAAC mediation works at the Abbey Hall, the Abbey Cinema has returned to 
its previous location.  The cost of  the work has been in excess of  £250,000. 
 
The Council formally handed the building back to the Abbey Cinema on 1st April, and 
the cinema reopened on 11th April with a full programme of  films. 
 
The Town Council extends its gratitude to the Abbey Cinema for its cooperation 
throughout this process and to the community for its continued support while the cinema 
operated from its temporary home in the Old Magistrates’ Court. 
 
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 2025 ELECTION RESULTS 
(ABINGDON DIVISIONS)

The Councillors elected at the Oxfordshire County Council elections were as 
follows

Abingdon East – Tom Greenway (Liberal Democrats), vote share 54% 
Abingdon North – Nathan Ley (Liberal Democrats), vote share 57.7% 
Abingdon South – Neil Fawcett (Liberal Democrats), vote share 42.3% 
 
Cllrs Ley and Fawcett are returning councillors, but this is Cllr Greenaway’s first term as a 
County Councillor, having already 
sat on the Town Council for two 
years.  
 
Abbey Buildings Trust 

As this issue goes to print, we are 
delighted to hear the news that 
the Abbey Buildings Trust has 
won a £4million grant from The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund 
supported by a significant grant 
from Abingdon Town Council – 
full details in the next issue. 

Memories were made and shared of  parents and grandparents as the town came 
together to commemorate the 80th anniversary of  Victory in Europe (VE) Day. 
 
Celebrations began at 9am on 8th May as the Town 
Crier repeated the declarations of  the end of  World 
War II from the County Hall rooftop. 
 
Shops and businesses broke out the bunting as 
townsfolk paid tribute to those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice, laying wreaths and blue flowers for peace.  
Many attended the commemorative concert in the 
evening and enjoyed a superb performance by the 
Abingdon Town Band.  Carswell School pupils read a 
very touching piece about their experiences as children 
of  parents serving in the forces.  
 
Hundreds attended an exhibition of  Operation 
Overlord, the model display showing the build-up to 
D-Day, at the Royal British Legion club, Spring Road, 
Abingdon.  Vintage MGs, in a sun-soaked Market Place, told the story of  the role the local 
car factory played in the war effort. 
 
These events were funded by a grant from the Town Council and run by volunteers.  
Thousands of  pounds were raised for the Poppy Appeal.  Events will continue for Victory 
over Japan (VJ) Day on August 15.

Abbey Hall, Local Elections and Abbey Buildings Trust

Cllr Tom Greenaway, Cllr Neil Fawcett and  
Cllr Nathan Ley 

Abingdon celebrates and remembers

Cllr Penny Clover 



The aim of  the conference was to strengthen friendship between the towns and to build 
closer connections.   
 
Argentan was the first town to be twinned with Abingdon in 1956, followed by Sint-
Niklaas in 1967.  Sint-Niklaas was already twinned with Colmar, Lucca & Schongau 
and so Abingdon soon became twinned with Schongau (1970) and Lucca (1972).  As 
Abingdon was already twinned with a French town, Colmar twinned with the wider Vale 
of  White Horse District Council. 
 
As Abingdon, Lucca, Schongau, Sint-Niklaas, and Colmar are all twinned with one 
another, we form part of  a unique five-star twinning arrangement.

Twin Towns Conference
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Twin Towns Conference

Abingdon on Thames was the host town for this year’s Twin Towns Conference in 
April.  Mayor, Cllr Gabby Barody and Town Clerk, Cherie Carruthers, welcomed 
visitors from Argentan and Colmar in France, Lucca in Italy, Schongau in 
Germany and Sint-Niklaas in Belgium.   
 
The conference ran alongside the 
Abingdon & District Twin Towns 
Society conference and the two 
groups met to be welcomed to the 
historic Guildhall buildings by the 
Town Crier. 
 
The theme of  the conference was 
supporting and caring for our 
vulnerable community across its 
lifespan and the delegates heard 
from speakers from Abingdon 
Carousel, The Abingdon Bridge 
(TAB) and The Citizens Advice 
Bureau.  The speakers shared their 
mission and philosophy of  care, 
examples of  good practice and the 
positive impact they are making 
within their communities.  Each of  
the visiting towns then gave their 
own presentations on the subject. 
 
After lunch and a short talk and tour 
of  the Guildhall the group went to 
St Ethelwold’s House for the re-
dedication of  the Abingdon Peace 
Pole.  They were entertained with 
music and dance before enjoying an afternoon tea. 
 

Mayor and Town Clerk meet visitors from Twin Towns Mayor and Town Clerk meet visitors from Twin Towns 

L-R Monsieur Philippe Jidouard, Argentan, 
Cllr Gabby Barody, Falk Sluyterman van 
Langeweyde, Mayor of  Schongau Members of  the Town Council and Abingdon & District Twin Towns Society with 

visitors from Argentan, Colmar, Lucca, Schongau & Sint-Niklaas



Mayor’s awards & Statement from the new MayorFarewell from the outgoing Mayor

On Monday, 12th May, the annual Mayor Making ceremony took place at the 
beautiful St. Helen’s Church in Abingdon-on-Thames.  This traditional event 
marked the conclusion of  Cllr Gabby Barody’s distinguished year as Mayor, and 
the official appointment of  Cllr Rawda Jehanli as the new Mayor of   
Abingdon-on-Thames.

The ceremony was a fitting celebration of  Cllr 
Barody’s dedication, leadership, and service to 
the community over the past year. The event was 
attended by Mayor’s Cadets, representatives of  her 
chosen charities, and members of  the public, all 
gathered to show their appreciation and support.

Cllr Barody said, “from the very start of  my 
mayoral term, I made a commitment to the theme: 
“Inclusivity – celebrating our diversity with no 
one left out.” I’m proud to say that this vision has 
truly come to life—not through words alone, but 
through the many events, initiatives, and everyday 
moments we’ve shared together over the past year.

We’ve celebrated the spirit of  Abingdon in so many 
ways, coming together for the Christmas concert at John Mason School and raising 
funds for the Mayor’s charities.  The Civic Service, graciously hosted by Our Lady and 
St Edmund’s Church, allowed us to shine a light on some of  Abingdon’s lesser-known 
groups – our unsung heroes - while hearing powerful reflections from our faith and 
community leaders.  It was moving, meaningful, and very much in the spirit of  the town 
we all care about.

Whether standing at formal civic events or chatting quietly with residents in the street, 
I’ve been constantly reminded of  the kindness, resilience, and generosity that run deep 
in Abingdon’s character.  It has been the privilege of  a lifetime to serve this remarkable 
town.  I leave with countless memories, a full heart, and enormous respect for the people 
who make Abingdon the warm, welcoming, and spirited community that it is.

Thank you, all of  you, for your trust, your support, and your good humour. It has been 
an honour beyond words.”

Mayor’s Report News 
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Mayor’s Report

The Mayor’s Awards were presented to Bob 
Strachan, for his dedication to the Poppy appeal, Dr. 
Colin Kemp for his tireless work ensuring Radley 
Road is cleared, Peter Knight and Helen Ronaldson 
for their work with the Monday Club, Sheila Hales 
in recognition of  her outstanding lifelong service 
to music and support to the church and community 
and a posthumous award to Anne Smart for her 
tireless commitment to reducing carbon emissions, 
cutting down on single-use plastics, and promoting 
sustainable living. 

After being elected Mayor, Cllr Jehanli said “it is a great honour and privilege to 
accept the role of  Mayor of  Abingdon-on-Thames.  I’m truly humbled by the trust 
placed in me.

This role isn’t about me—it’s about service. Service to our town, our community, and to all 
those who make Abingdon such a special place.

My theme for this year is Community and Compassion. I want to shine a light on those 
quietly making a difference—and support those who need to be seen, heard, and uplifted.

I’ll also continue the work on inclusion and mutual respect—bringing together people of  
all faiths and of  no faith, working with both religious and humanist leaders in Abingdon 
to build bridges, celebrate shared values, and move forward together.

A priority for me is healthcare and wellbeing. 
Whether through the NHS, private providers, 
charities, or wellbeing businesses, we are 
lucky to have dedicated people working 
with skill and care.  For personal reasons my 
chosen charity for the year ahead is Occtopus 
– the Oxford Colon Cancer Trust, a leading 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease and Colorectal 
Cancer charity.

Abingdon is a town of  kindness, creativity, and resilience. Let’s continue to build a 
community where everyone belongs, and no one is alone.”

Cllr Gabby Barody with awardee 
Bob Strachan

2025-2026 Mayor Cllr Rawda Jehanli



Each year, the Friends of  Abingdon explore a different theme in our town’s rich 
history. This year, we turn our attention to architecture—a fascinating and varied 
subject in Abingdon.

Just a glance around the Market Place reveals buildings 
from many eras, including a 12th-century doorway, 
medieval timber-framed houses, Victorian shop fronts, 
and the iconic County Hall from the 1670’s.
We often walk past these buildings without knowing 
their stories. During Heritage Open Days on 13th and 
14th September, we invite you to explore the reasons 
behind the styles, structures, and evolution of  our 
town’s architecture. Discover why Abingdon is home to 
some of  the finest buildings in Britain.
You can also learn about the town’s lost buildings—
from Abingdon Abbey to Fitzharris Manor—and visit 
sites such as the Old Gaol, uncovering their history 
and significance. Our religious, civic, and commercial 
buildings all have fascinating, sometimes surprising, 
stories to tell.

A special exhibition in Unit 25, Bury Street will look at the redevelopment of  the 1960’s: 
what was lost, what was gained, and why the town changed. It also questions the myth 
that “everything was better before.”
For one day only, Saturday 13th September, Sophos International Headquarters will open 
its doors to the public. This striking modern building in the Barton Lane science park 
features a landscaped setting, a lake, and roof  terraces. (Note: photographic ID such as a 
driving licence is required for entry)
Further afield, you can explore Pendon Museum, and The Abbey at Sutton Courtenay, a 
peaceful spiritual retreat housed in a beautiful 13th-century manor and courtyard.
On Saturday 13th September, the surviving Abingdon Abbey Buildings (circa 1270) will 
host a Roman re-enactment, a rural crafts exhibition, and a fun treasure hunt for children. 
Add Heritage Open Days (13th–14th September) to your calendar and join us to 
celebrate Abingdon’s architectural heritage. Admission is FREE and everyone  
is welcome.

Heritage Open Days
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13th – 14th September 2025



Dates for your diary
21 June	 Abingdon Traditional Morris Dancers, Election of  the Ock Street Mayor,  
	 Abingdon Market Place, Town Centre & Brewery Tap 
22 June	 The Project Band – musical performance 12.00 – 15.00 Market Place 
28 June	 Local Excellence Market, Market Place, Abingdon
28 June	 Abingdon Town Band – 60th Anniversary Concert 19.30 – 22.00 Christ Church,  
	 Northcourt Road, Abingdon
05 July	 Thames Ridge Scouts information stall 08.00 – 12.00 Market Place
05 July	 Lighthouse Church singing 13.00 Market Place
05 July	 Wantage Academy Brass & CARITAS Children’s Choir 19.00 – 21.00 St Michael & All Angels’  
	 Church, Park Road, Abingdon
05 July	 Outdoor Cinema – Mamma Mia! 19.00 – 23.15 St Helen & St Katharine School,  
	 Faringdon Road, Abingdon
12 July	 Against Breast Cancer charity event 10.00 – 16.30, Market Place
18 July	 Farmers Market – Market Place
18 July	 Swan Upping approximately 17.00 Abingdon Bridge
19 July	 Fun & Music in the Park 2025 10.00 – late Abbey Gardens, Abingdon
29 July	 Archaeological Finds Identification Session 10.30 – 15.00 Abingdon County Hall Museum
09 Aug	 Lighthouse Church singing 13.00 Market Place
15 Aug	 Farmers Market – Market Place
15 Aug	 VJ-80 – Memorial service & wreath laying, 12.00 town war memorial
16 Aug	 VJ-80 – Music in the Market Place 10.30
16 Aug	 VJ-80 – Fun Bun Throwing 14.00 Abingdon Rugby Club, Lambrick Way, Abingdon
17 Aug	 VJ-80 – Commemorative Tea Dance 14.00 – 16.30
21 Aug	 400th anniversary commemoration service – John Blacknall & Jane Blacknall  
	 19.00 St Nicolas’ Church, Abingdon
30 Aug	 Local Excellence Market, Market Place
06 Sep	 Healthfest, Market Place
13  Sep	 Heritage Open Weekend 
14 Sep	 Heritage Open Weekend


