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Museum sub-committee 

Wednesday 3 September 2025, 7pm 

Bear Room 

Minutes 
 

Present: 

 

Cllr Penny Clover Chair 

Cllr Pat Lonergan 

Cllr Colin Sanderson  

Cllr Rawda Jehanli Mayor ex-officio 
Cllr Jim Halliday Chair of the Finance, Governance & Asset Management 

Committee – ex-officio  
 

In attendance: 

 

Andy Crick Democratic Services Officer (clerk to the meeting) 

Dan Sancisi Museum Manager 

Stephen Purnell Representative of the Friends of the Museum 

 

 

SECTION I - open to the public including the Press 
 

 

M8/25 Apologies  
 

Cllr Cheryl Briggs, Cllr Margaret Crick, Cllr Leo Midwinter. 

 

M9/25 Declarations of interest  
 

None.  

 

M10/25 Statements and Questions from the Public 

 
None. 

mailto:enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk
http://www.abingdon.gov.uk/
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M11/25 Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Halliday, seconded by Cllr Clover and RESOLVED that the 

minutes of the meeting of the museum sub-committee of 28 May 2025 be confirmed 

as an accurate record of the meeting, to be signed by the Chair. 

 

 

M12/25 Report from the Museum Manager 
 

The sub-committee considered a report from the Museum Manager. 

 

DS was asked to provide information on use of the museum website. DS would ask 

Valeria Cambule to speak to the Project Manager: Business and Community 

Engagement. 

 

DS was asked to arrange for an official visit to the museum by the Mayor, with 

appropriate media coverage organised. 

 

Re 6.12-6.14, the report noted that school visits were operating at full capacity due 

to budget constraints and it would be useful to consider whether the education 

budget might be separated into two areas – craft activities and school visits – with 

the latter increased to allow for more visits.  DS noted that there was a capacity 

problem with school visits but there was scope to increase the number by a small 

amount.  Donations received for educational activities are not recorded separately 

and are included in the main donations budget.  It may be useful to record them 

separately for information. 

 

Re 6.31-32, planning permission has been granted to add external banners, with 

some minor changes recommended by the planning authority.  It is hoped that final 

approval will be granted shortly. 

 

Re 6.35, the Museum Manager is looking into possible sources of funding for the 

replacement of interactive displays.  It was suggested that this may be a useful 

project for a student and local institutions may be approached to see if this can be 

done this way.  The sub-committee supported the work of the Museum Manager in 

seeking replacements for the faulty displays. 

 

The recent improvements to the roof were noted and it was suggested that this 

should be publicised on social media and more widely to encourage visitors. 

 

The Museum Manager was thanked for his report. 

 

 

M13/25 Report from Collections Officer 
 

The sub-committee considered a report from the Collections Officer, who did not 

attend the meeting. 
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Re visit to Standlake Muiseum Store, the Friends are planning a trip with a small 

fundraising element. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

 

M14/25 Report from Museum Friends 
 

The sub-committee noted the AGM minutes provided by the Friends of the 

museum. 

 

 

M15/25 Jurassic display in attic gallery 
 

The sub-committee considered a report from the Museum Manager outlining plans 

for a new exhibition and identifying potential costs to be considered for the 2026-27 

budget. 

 

Cllr Lonergan proposed that the Museum Manager organise a structural survey of 

the loft area.  The Mayor, Cllr Jehanli, seconded the proposal and it was 

RESOLVED.  The Museum Manager would be able to fund this from existing 

budgets and anticipated that the survey cost would be around £1,000, although a 

formal quote had not been obtained. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

 

M16/25 To review the forward plan 
 

The forward plan was reviewed.  The Museum Manager was asked to update the 

document with future exhibition items. 

 

 

M17/25 To review the actions register 

 
The actions register was noted. 

 

M18/25 Future Agenda items 
 

- Budget bids. 

- Publicity – to be added to future agendas as a standing item. 

 

 

M19/25 Dates of future meetings 
 

12 November 2025 

4 February 2026 

3 June 2026 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Item-8-Report-of-Marine-Reptile-Fossils-Display-Museum-sub-committee-3.9.25-1.pdf
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The meeting closed at 8.07pm 
 
 

 

Signed: ____________________ 

 

 

Date:   ____________________ 

 


