Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council
Roysse Court Offices, Bridge Street, Abingdon, OX14 3HU
Cherie Carruthers, Town Clerk/Chief Executive

Telephone: 01235 522642
Email: enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk

Website: www.abingdon.gov.uk

Traffic Advisory Committee
Wednesday 28" January 2026
Agenda

Date of agenda: 215t January 2026

To all Members of the Abingdon-on-Thames Traffic Advisory Committee:

Clir Elio Astone Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council

Clir Cheryl Briggs Vale of White Horse District Council

Clir Neil Fawcett Oxfordshire County Council

Clir Oliver Forder Vale of White Horse District Council

Clir Mark Giddins Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council

Cllr Tom Greenaway Oxfordshire County Council

Clir Murali Gunarajah Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council

Clir Jim Halliday Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council

ClIr Eric de la Harpe Vale of White Horse District Council

Mr Chris Hulme Thames Valley Police

Clir Nathan Ley Oxfordshire County Council

Mr Lee Turner Team Leader - Traffic & Road Safety, Oxfordshire County
Council

Dear colleagues,

Your attendance is requested at an online meeting of the Abingdon-on-Thames Traffic
Advisory Committee to be held on Wednesday 28t January 2026 at 7pm

This meeting will be online as it is an advisory committee. It will be conducted in the same way
as a meeting in person but any recommendations which require action will need to be referred to
a town council standing committee.

The online meeting ID will be forwarded separately before the meeting. Any members of the
public who wish to observe the meeting should e-mail democratic@abingdon.gov.uk to be sent
the relevant link.

Residents may make representations or ask questions in respect of items of business at agenda
item 6 if they give notice in advance by email to democratic@abingdon.gov.uk.
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If a committee member is unable to attend a meeting they may nominate a substitute, provided
that they inform the office of the Town Clerk prior to the commencement of the meeting by email
at democratic@abingdon.gov.uk.

Any queries on the agenda should also be directed to me.

Yours sincerely
Cherie Carvuthers

Cherie Carruthers
Town Clerk/Chief Executive (signed electronically)

Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council
Our Vision
To develop an inclusive community so that Abingdon is the place where everyone wants to live and
where the wellbeing of residents is prioritised. In developing this community, the town will be one

which is environmentally sustainable, vibrant, resilient and safe.

Our key objectives

1. To respond effectively and speedily to the climate emergency.

2. To develop a resilient, sustainable town which will provide a home for residents now and in
the future.

3. To manage the Council’s assets efficiently and effectively to meet for the needs of the
community now and in the future.

4. To work with community partners to support those who are vulnerable and in need and to
create opportunities to increase social inclusivity.

1. Apologies

To record any apologies for absence and note the attendance of substitute members.

2. Declarations of interest

To record any declarations of interest in relation to any items to be considered at the
meeting in accordance with the Local Code of Conduct or the Code of Conduct in relation to
their authority, as applicable.

3. Minutes and matters arising
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To receive and consider the draft minutes of the meeting of 26" November 2025.

Public participation

At the discretion of the Chair, members of the public or representatives of organisations
may address the advisory committee. The address shall be in the form of a statement
lasting not more than three minutes. The person giving the address shall not be
permitted to participate in any subsequent debate by the advisory committee on the matter
in question.

Notice of intention to make a statement must be submitted by email to the Town Clerk no
later than 5pm on Tuesday 27" January 2026. The e-mail is
democratic@abingdon.gov.uk

Actions reqister

To consider the updated actions register.

Report from the Team Leader — Traffic & Road Safety, Oxfordshire
County Council

Mr Lee Turner to report at the meeting.

Items submitted to the Town Clerk by members or residents ahead of the
meeting

1. North Abingdon - Radley Reach Development (Bovis Homes) - Clir Mike Pighills
(VWHDC)

Residents living at Radley Reach have expressed concerns about the lack of road
crossings, a stipulation of the original planning conditions granted to Bellway for the
development, or other safety measures to allow residents and other pedestrians to
safely cross the Twelve Acre Drive road. Clir Pighills wrote to County Councillor
Nathan Ley on 16 October 2025 to raise the issue, noting that the development
currently lacks dropped kerbs or marked crossing points and that as the estate
currently lacks facilities, residents need to leave regularly for shopping, education,
medical appointments and public transport. The current situation is especially
hazardous for residents with children and those with mobility issues.

Clir Pighills sought information on the timescale for installation of crossings and
mitigation measures such as dropped kerbs if a delay is expected. He also asked
about possible enforcement action.
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The Chair, EA had an update after having received copy of an email from the
Transport Development Manager Regulatory Planning & Enforcement Economy and
Place at Oxfordshire County Council, who advised on plans for a temporary crossing
arrangement which was being worked on ahead of the toucan crossing going in.

Where is the temporary crossing arrangement from the previous minutes, see above.

Safety barriers at Caldecott school — resident

Email 5" January 2026:
| would like to ask if you could possibly help ensure that the safety barriers, which are
a short distance away from the school's main entrance shown in the attached photos
__are repaired. B

The barriers were installed at some point following the redevelopment of the school
site (2001-2009), in order to reduce a very high risk of 'school-run accidents' at/around
the junctions between 44/46-54/56 Caldecott Road; the service road running the
length of Caldecott Road; and the main length of Caldecott Road, at peak times. As a
result of greatly-reduced vehicular access to the school site, motorists dropping and
collecting children in attendance at the school had taken to using the 'built' grassed
areas on either side of these junctions as improvised car parks. This saw them (and
still sees them) clambering up the kerbs in their vehicles and onto the grassed areas;
driving and manoeuvring this way and that across them in search of a suitable parking
spot; and, once they're ready to leave the area again, dropping down from the grassed
areas back on to the roads, wherever and whenever they think it appropriate.

By my (lay) reckoning, at peak times these junctions can see mixed pedestrian and
vehicular traffic moving across and around them in at least 10 different directions. The
installation of safety barriers greatly reduced the potential for serious accidents in the
immediate area, but the barriers have been in need of repair for a number of years,
now, and all the evidence (e.g. tyre tracks and growing bald patches on the grassed
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areas - easier to see when the ground is wet) points to the likelihood that the junctions
in question will once again become extremely dangerous at certain times of the school
day, if repairs to the safety barriers aren't carried out very soon (my guess is it won't
be long now before someone decides to drive over one or another of the fallen, rotting
timbers in order to access/exit their chosen parking spot).

The need for repairs was first notified on FixMyStreet in 2018, and on that occasion
they were carried out it 2019, but these were of such a poor standard (e.g. the
replacement timbers were the wrong size, and the old metal fixings reused) that it
wasn't long before the same parts of the structure failed again. Added to that, the
reused fixings became mangled in places, and their sharp edges had became an
accident risk in their own right.

The need for more repairs was notified again on FixMyStreet in 2021, but this was
closed ("an issue has been passed to the relevant team for consideration for future
programmed works"). It was chased up once or twice after that (most recently in 2024,
as | recall - ref 554248), at which point it was suggested that the repairs might be
carried out at some point in the financial year 2024/2025). However, the barriers have
still not been repaired, and when | looked it up again before Christmas (having noticed
a new, significant collapse which looked as though it might have been the result of a
collision), it appeared that the matter had been closed again.

| see so many intact barriers of the same sort on my travels round south Oxfordshire. |
don't understand why the barriers here aren't a higher priority than they seem to be.

One last thing: (naturally enough) people waiting to collect children often sit/perch on
the barriers, and children like to play on/around them. They're certain to do so again if,
as, and when the structures are repaired. Perhaps these things could be taken into
account in any future work carried out?

Email 18" January 2026:

The attached 3 photos show what happens here in the absence of safety barriers at
the kerbs. Photos 1 and 2 were taken on either side of the junction(s) here, where the
barriers end. Photo 3 shows a cut corner, as well as a few of the improvised bollards
that have popped up along the road here over time, apparently in efforts to try to stop
motorists from accessing additional areas of grass. (More of these can be seen in the
distance in photo 1.)

20 mph limit in the Wootton Road and Bath Street — resident
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The 20 mph limit in the Wootton Road and Bath Street is regularly being broken and |
feel that some mobile reminder signs would help reduce speeds.

This is a particular problem in Bath Street which doesn’t have humps or pedestrian
crossings and where the removal of the parking with the extension of double yellow
lines has had the unfortunate effect of speeding up the traffic. This extra space

should be allocated to cyclists. | live in the Wootton Road and regularly use this route
to and from the town centre; | have now given up cycling in Bath Street because of the
lack of cycle space and the increase in the amount and speed of traffic.

| also question why the camera located in the Wootton Road quite close to John
Mason School never seems to be working. If it was operating it might deter some of
the many irresponsible motor cyclists who regularly speed up and down this road with,
| suspect, illegally noisy exhausts. | have also on a number of occasions seen them
overtaking other vehicles close to the zebra crossing.

| should welcome some action on this.

8. Future Agenda ltem

To receive any updates from the chair.

9. Dates of future meetings

To agree dates for future meetings of the Traffic Advisory Committee. Proposed dates:

- 24 June 2026
- 25 November 2026

The law allows members of the public and press to record meetings of the council and its
committees. Should you wish to record at any meeting which is open to the public it is requested
that you inform the Town Clerk of your intention to film or record before the day of the meeting,
by emailing democratic@abingdon.qov.uk or telephoning 01235 522642.
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