Abingdon Museum Friends Committee Meeting 22/01/2026 — Minutes
Present: Sue Stevens (Chair), Steven Purnell (Secretary)
The meeting started at 19:30.
Apologies — Rosemary Barlow
Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising

The minutes of the previous meeting having been duly circulated, were discussed by those
present and approved. There were no matters arising.

Finance

The Newbury account currently contains approximately £4,400, and the Lloyds account
£3,453. So far this year, our only real expense has been around £76 for our public liability
and trustee’s insurance.

The Museum require up to £1,200 to pay for up to two new computers to run two interactives
where the original Mac Mini hard drives have failed due to wear and tear (they date back to
around 2012). This amount of money was approved for the Secretary to purchase the
necessary computers and then reimburse himself. A copy of the invoice will be provided to
the Trustees, and to the Museum Manager, once the computers have been purchased. The
Secretary will initially only purchase one computer, as the Museum is still in the processes of
confirming whether a quotation to replace the Archaeology Map will include hardware. The
second computer will only be purchased if required.

Membership Payments

After chasing only 35 of our 97 members have paid for this year, 9 members still pay into the
Newbury account whilst most members are now paying into the Lloyds account. The
Museum is keen to try and help us to grow our membership, as outlined in the next agenda
item below.

Meetings, Talks & Outings

The Museum is keen to assist us in holding events such as private viewings of new
exhibitions, and a visit to the Standlake Museum Resources centre where many of the
Abingdon County Hall Museum’s collection are stored. Dates are being discussed with our
contacts at Standlake, and we have earmarked 13™ February for a possible private viewing.
This will be confirmed in due course. We can also have a stand at the Clubs & Societies Day
on 11" April if we wish to.

AOB

It was mentioned that the Museum Manager Daniel Sancisi is planning to send Steven the
.pdf proofs of the WhatsOn’s as they are published throughout the year so that the content can
be communicated to the members of the Friends.



It was suggested that Daniel Sancisi email the volunteers at the Museum to see if anyone
would like to join the Museum Friends Committee.

It was also suggested that to ensure the longevity of the Museum Friends, that some Museum
staff are appointed as Trustees if required. This could be done at the AGM in June.

Date of Next Meeting

To be called as required. The next AGM will be on Thursday 11th June 2026



