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  ABINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

Report to County Hall Museum Sub-Committee 

Meeting date 04 February 2026 

Report author Dan Sancisi 

Agenda item 5 

Report of Museum Manager 
 

1. Purpose of the Report 

1.1 To inform Members about the current news, activities and events at the Abingdon 
County Hall Museum. (No decision required, report to be noted) 

1.2 To update committee on developments concerning the Jurassic Marine Reptiles 
in the Attic Galleries, the museum interactives, other updates and Abingdon 
Museum Friends. (No decision required, report to be noted) 

1.3 Other updates. (No decision required, report to be noted) 

2 Summary 

2.1 Updates on the current exhibition, events and key indicators. 

2.2 Updated information about current projects that will help develop the Museum’s 
profile and appeal to visitors. 

2.3 Approval of polies necessary for accreditation renewal. 

2.4 Other updates. 

3 Action required 

3.1 Members are requested to note the reports and approve Collections Policy 
documents Agenda item 9. 

4 Link to strategic plan and objectives 

4.1 KO2 To develop a resilient, sustainable town which will provide a home for 
residents now and in the future. 

4.1.1 The Museum’s presence in Abingdon County Hall sustains the condition 
of the building, maintaining it for future generations, enhancing its town 
centre context by articulating the history of Abingdon. 

4.1.2 Facilitating a climate emergency centre in the café promotes public 
engagement with sustainability and develops skills and knowledge about 
reuse, repair and recycling. 
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4.2 KO4 To work with community partners to support those who are vulnerable 
and in need and to create opportunities to increase social inclusivity. 

4.2.1 Working with One Planet Abingdon creates an opportunity for diverse 
communities to access free events and support, also to engage with the 
Museum. 

5 Background 

5.1 The Museum continues to operate its temporary exhibition programme, 
educational workshops and events. 

5.2 Your Officers continue to research the viability of installing new marine reptile 
fossils in the Attic floor of Abingdon Museum. 

6 Key information and options 

6.1 Visitors 

6.2 The Museum attracted 19,081 visitors from 01 April 2025 to 22 January 2026. 

6.3 This total ranks 6th in visitor numbers for this period since reopening in 2012. 

6.4 The following chart demonstrates museum visitor trends since 1990. 

6.5  

6.6 The 2025/6 graph bar records the year in progress. 

6.7 Exhibitions 

6.8 A quiet start to the new year for visitors is quite normal, however your officers 
have been very busy installing the new exhibition, ‘South Indian Years; The art 
and poetry of Oswald Couldrey’. Couldrey’s Abingdon paintings are very well 
known and regularly exhibited, but the Indian artworks have not been on show 
for many years. 

6.9 We display Couldrey’s watercolours documenting locations and life in India 
during his time in the Education Service of the Indian Civil Service from 1909 to 
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1919. The show also features enlarged prints taken from an album of sketches, 
which would otherwise be impossible to exhibit publicly, giving a diarist’s glimpse 
into his daily life. 

6.10 The exhibition is complimented by an art-course run by Helen Edwards aimed at 
teaching techniques and generating inspiration akin to Couldrey’s style, which is 
proving popular, running from 20 February 2026 to 27 March 2026, Fridays 10:00 
to 12:00. The course costs £180 per person, 30% of which will be income for the 
Museum. There are10 places offered, with 8 still available. 

6.11 A second exhibition showcasing the artworks of the late Janet Boulton and Pat 
Russell, also from our permanent collection, is currently under installation and will 
open on 14 February 2026, following a private view for Abingdon Museum 
Friends and Councillors on Friday 13 February 2026 from 18:30 to 20:00. ‘Text 
and Texture: the art of Janet Boulton and Pat Russell’ shows pulp paper 
paintings, embroidery and also photographs of Janet’s text based garden 
installation at her home on Spring Road, Abingdon. It closes on 26 April 2026. 

6.12 Events 

6.13 The Museum Crafting Crew continue their excellent school holiday workshops 
with ‘Christmas Crafts’ on 6 December 2025. 

6.14 ‘Story telling with Santa’ was an innovative new event organised by Valeria 
Cambule, Senior Museum Assistant, held on Friday 19 December 2025. 

6.15 Two 20 minute story telling sessions attracted parents with excited children, 
keen to meet Santa and listen to Christmas stories! 

6.16 The event was so well received that your Officers intend to repeat it next year 
albeit in the Kempster room where more children can be facilitated. 

6.17 Gareth Howell delivered the last instalment of his WW2 series on 7 November 
2025 titled ‘1945 The end of the Third Reich.’ 

6.18 The event took place in the Roysse Room and was well attended; many were 
returning audience having followed the whole series either in person or online. 

6.19 Your Officers thanked Gareth for his excellent work and indicate that we are 
keen to invite him back for other talks in the future, though none are yet 
planned. 

6.20 The talk will be published on the Museum’s YouTube channel in due course. 

6.21 Education 

6.22 School bookings, managed by Senior Museum Assistant Tris Kear, reached full 
capacity by the end of December 2025. 

6.23 Your Officers consulted the Town Clerk to establish whether further funds could 
be utilised from different Museum budget lines should there be capacity to do so 
due to underspend. 
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6.24 Since the sessions are so popular and well received the Town Clerk authorised 
the Museum Manager to use his discretion to allow further bookings, five of which 
have been sanctioned and booked. 

6.25 Feedback from one of the extra sessions from St Edmund’s School reads “I 
wanted to express how wonderful our visit was today. I feel very lucky to live in a 
place where we have these facilities provided to us. All staff involved in our visit 
were so knowledgeable and welcoming, please pass on my thanks to Ellie and 
the woman working on the first floor (I didn’t catch her name).” 

6.26 The woman referred to is Rowena Wheeler, Senior Museum Assistant. The email 
followed a visit from St Edmund’s School on 13 January 2026. 

6.27 The total additional funding required for eight sessions is £481.00 which can be 
facilitated from projected shortfalls in spending, as such three more sessions are 
available to schools. 

6.28 Key performance indicators (KPI) of the Museum from 1 April 2025 to 23 
January 2026. 

6.29 Shop sales totalled £5,878.30 equating to £0.31 per visitor. (Up 10%*1) 

6.30 Donations received are £5,482.55 averaging at £0.29 per visitor. Part of this 
figure includes Abingdon Museum Friends’ gift aided donations of £1,077.75, 
therefore an assumed 25% increase has been applied making this total 
£1,347.19. (Up 15%*2) 

6.31 Roof takings of £3,911.67 have a visitor average spend of £0.21. The number of 
roof visitors varies due to seasonal changes of weather restricting access. (Down 
9%*3) 

6.32 Last year’s comparison of the KPIs of the Museum from 1 April 2024 to 12 
January 2025. 

6.33 Shop sales totalled £5,336.90, equating to £0.31 per visitor. *1 

6.34 Donations received are £4,770.01, averaging at £0.28 per visitor. *2 

6.35 Roof takings of £4,278.98, have a visitor average spend of £0.25. *3 

6.36 The Little Basement Museum (LBM) 

6.37 It is hoped that tour booking will begin in February 2026, staffing capacity to deal 
with this impacts its availability, for instance during January, due to exhibition 
setup and staff annual leave, touring has not been possible. 

6.38 The project requires some preparation and marketing; it also provides interesting 
research potential of the Abingdon Community Archaeology Project all of which 
are in hand and promise to generate local interest. 

6.39 Your Officers would like to launch the Little Basement Museum opening officially, 
once trial tours and interpretation materials are complete, such a date could 
reasonably be expected in April 2026. 
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6.40 Jurassic Marine Reptiles in the Attic Galleries 

6.41 The structural loading survey carried out on 3 November 2025 is now completed 
and the report was received on 22 January 2026. 

6.42 The survey concluded there is sufficient loading capacity to install the proposed 
large Pliosaur case in the last gallery of the Museum Attic. 

6.43 Next steps are to refine details and layout of the specimen to determine precise 
measurements for the case and obtain quotes. 

6.44 A meeting between the Museum Manager and Orchard Fundraising 
(complimentary) will determine a timeline and potential sponsors for funding, the 
target timeline for a completed project is Autumn 2028. 

6.45 Your Officers propose that a report can be presented at the Sub-Committee 
meeting on 3 June 2026, once more technical and logistical detail is available. 

6.46 Other Updates 

6.47 English Heritage are preparing to replace the sandblasted glass paving in the 
Undercroft which has reached its safe life span, contractors visited this week and 
we wait to hear when the work will take place. 

6.48 Works on the lift sump-pump wiring were undertaken and completed following 
recommendations in the annual service report. 

6.49 The ongoing discussions with Open Reach to route Fibre Broadband into the 
Museum in good time for the ‘copper wire switch off’ in January 2027, have 
progressed a little. 

6.50 We now have internal cabling from our data panel to the front door; Open Reach 
are trying to plan how they will get their connection to that point. 

6.51 It will probably require lifting of the paving slabs in the Undercroft to run ducts that 
will house the fibre cables. 

6.52 Your Officers will inform English Heritage Trust of any such proposal to gain 
authorisation, but it is thought that there will be no objection if there is no damage 
to the fabric of the building. 

6.53 Abingdon Museum Friends (AMF) 

6.54 Your Officers worked with the AMF secretary, Mr Steven Purnell, to recreate the 
Monks’ Map and Missal interactive using Power Point. 

6.55 This successful project, now complete awaits their kind offer to purchase and 
supply the mini-PC needed to drive the interactive, where upon the Museum 
Manager and Mr Steven Purnell will configure and install in the Sessions Gallery. 

6.56 At a meeting of AMF on 22 January 2026 members agreed to fund the processor 
for the interactives worked on by the Secretary of the Friends, Mr Steven Purnell 
and the Museum Manager, see the minutes of the meeting. 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Item-5-Minutes-Abingdon-Museum-Friends-Committee-Meeting-22012026.pdf
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6.57 The AMF gift aid scheme is working very well and increased the received 
donations using the scheme by £297.51 for the current period. 

6.58 Social Media 
6.59 Museum Blog - Image below showing relevant data from 1st April 2025 to 20 January 

2026. 

6.60  

6.61 Instagram: 1,027 followers - 1.0K views from 22nd December 2025 to 20 January 2025 

(The Museum was closed during Christmas) 

6.62  Facebook - Total 1,025 followers 

Image attached showing relevant data from 1st April 2025 to 20th January 2026 

6.63  

6.64  

6.65 Twitter - 2009 Followers: Since it became X, it is not possible do the analytics as you 

need to pay a subscription for it. In addition, recently many people are unsubscribing 

from this platform. 

7 Climate change/green implications 

7.1 No additional climate change / green implications to report. 
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8 Financial/budget implications 

8.1 There are no additional financial implications regarding the current budget in this 
report. 

9 HR implications  

9.1 There are no current HR implications. 

10 Supporting papers and appendices 

10.1 Minutes of the Abingdon Museum Friends. 

Dan Sancisi, Museum Manager, 28 January 2026 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Item-5-Minutes-Abingdon-Museum-Friends-Committee-Meeting-22012026.pdf

