
 

Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
Roysse Court Offices, Bridge Street, Abingdon, OX14 3HU 

Cherie Carruthers, Town Clerk/Chief Executive 

Telephone: 01235 522642 

Email: enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk 

Website: www.abingdon.gov.uk 

 
 

Traffic Advisory Committee 

Wednesday 24th June 2026 

Agenda 
 
Date of agenda: 19th June 2026 
       
To all Members of the Abingdon-on-Thames Traffic Advisory Committee: 
 

Cllr Elio Astone Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
Cllr Vale of White Horse District Council 
Cllr Neil Fawcett Oxfordshire County Council 
Cllr Oliver Forder Vale of White Horse District Council 
Cllr Mark Giddins Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
Cllr Tom Greenaway Oxfordshire County Council 
Cllr Murali Gunarajah Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
Cllr Jim Halliday Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe Vale of White Horse District Council 
Mr Chris Hulme Thames Valley Police 
Cllr Nathan Ley Oxfordshire County Council 
Mr Lee Turner Team Leader - Traffic & Road Safety, Oxfordshire County 

Council 
 

Dear colleagues, 
 
Your attendance is requested at an online meeting of the Abingdon-on-Thames Traffic 
Advisory Committee to be held on Wednesday 24th June 2026 at 7pm 
 
This meeting will be online as it is an advisory committee.  It will be conducted in the same way 
as a meeting in person but any recommendations which require action will need to be referred to 
a town council standing committee. 
 
The online meeting ID will be forwarded separately before the meeting.  Any members of the 
public who wish to observe the meeting should e-mail democratic@abingdon.gov.uk to be sent 
the relevant link. 
 
Residents may make representations or ask questions in respect of items of business at agenda 
item 6 if they give notice in advance by email to democratic@abingdon.gov.uk. 

mailto:enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk
http://www.abingdon.gov.uk/
mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
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If a committee member is unable to attend a meeting they may nominate a substitute, provided 
that they inform the office of the Town Clerk prior to the commencement of the meeting by email 
at democratic@abingdon.gov.uk. 
 
Any queries on the agenda should also be directed to me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Cherie Carruthers 
 
Cherie Carruthers 
Town Clerk/Chief Executive (signed electronically) 
 

Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
 

Our Vision 
 
To develop an inclusive community so that Abingdon is the place where everyone wants to live and 
where the wellbeing of residents is prioritised. In developing this community, the town will be one 
which is environmentally sustainable, vibrant, resilient and safe. 
 

Our key objectives 
 

1. To respond effectively and speedily to the climate emergency. 

2. To develop a resilient, sustainable town which will provide a home for residents now and in 

the future. 

3. To manage the Council’s assets efficiently and effectively to meet for the needs of the 

community now and in the future. 

4. To work with community partners to support those who are vulnerable and in need and to 

create opportunities to increase social inclusivity. 
 

 

1. Election of Chair 

To elect a Chair of the advisory committee.   
 

2. Election of Deputy Chair  

To elect a Deputy Chair.  
 

3. Terms of reference 

To review and accept the terms of reference for this sub-committee. 
 

4. Apologies 

To record any apologies for absence and note the attendance of substitute members. 
 

mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Item-3-Traffic-Advisory-committee-Terms-of-Reference-agreed-18.5.26.pdf
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5. Declarations of interest 
 
To record any declarations of interest in relation to any items to be considered at the 
meeting in accordance with the Local Code of Conduct or the Code of Conduct in relation to 
their authority, as applicable. 
 

6. Minutes and matters arising 
 
To receive and consider the draft minutes of the meeting of 28th January 2026. 
 

7. Public participation 
 

At the discretion of the Chair, members of the public or representatives of organisations 
may address the advisory committee.  The address shall be in the form of a statement 
lasting not more than three minutes.  The person giving the address shall not be 
permitted to participate in any subsequent debate by the advisory committee on the matter 
in question. 

Notice of intention to make a statement must be submitted by email to the Town Council no 
later than 5pm on Tuesday 23rd June 2026.  The e-mail is democratic@abingdon.gov.uk  
 

8. Actions register  
 
To consider the updated actions register. 
 

9. Report from the Team Leader – Traffic & Road Safety, Oxfordshire 
County Council  
 
Mr Lee Turner to report at the meeting.  
 

10. Items submitted to the Town Clerk by members or residents ahead of the 
meeting  

 
1. Junction Visibility & Parking on Boulter Drive - Cllr Nathan Ley (OCC) on behalf 

of a resident 
 
This is raised on behalf of a resident in Gibson Close I, and some of my neighbours, 

have been involved in near miss accidents and have also witnessed them. 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Draft-Minutes-Traffic-Advisory-Committee-V2-28.01.26-1.pdf
mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Item-8-Actions-Register-TAC-24.06.2026.pdf
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This is due to frequent dangerous parking, by both Cars and Vans on Boulter Drive 

within a couple of metres of the T Junction into Gibson Close. 

When leaving Gibson Close and turning right it is frequently impossible to see any 

traffic coming down Boulter Drive, on the wrong side of the road, whilst they are 

passing parked Cars and Vans. 

My understanding of parking legislation is that parking should not be within 10 metres 

(or 32 feet) from a T junction. This is frequently ignored at this junction. 

In your official capacity would it be possible to organise double yellow lines painted as 

indicated on the attached slides. 
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2. 20-mph Signs on The Chestnuts – Cllr Oliver Forder 

The sign is positioned at such an angle that it is picked up on a car’s camera which is 
going down the Radley Road so the car thinks it is entering a 20-mph limit area. 
 

3. Safeguarding and Health & Safety Risks at Radley Road / Kenneth Drive junction 
– Cllr Elio Astone (on behalf of a resident) 

I am writing to formally request urgent intervention regarding the escalating safety and 
safeguarding risks at the junction of Radley Road and Kenneth Drive. The situation 
has now developed into a clear Health & Safety concern, with repeated incidents and 
behaviours that present foreseeable risks to residents, schoolchildren, and other 
vulnerable road users. 

It has become increasingly evident that many of the vehicles parking dangerously 
close to the junction are associated with the nearby commercial estate. This is no 
longer a matter of occasional inconsiderate parking but a sustained pattern of 
behaviour that is materially impacting the safety and wellbeing of the local community. 

Health & Safety Risk – Legal Framing The current circumstances constitute a 
foreseeable hazard under principles recognised in statutory guidance and local 
authority duties. The repeated obstruction of sightlines at a junction heavily used by 
vulnerable road users creates an avoidable risk that requires timely and proportionate 
action. 

The following points are of particular relevance: 

• Foreseeable Risk: The obstruction of visibility at a junction used daily by 
schoolchildren and cyclists represents a clear and predictable risk of collision. 
Once such a hazard is identified, there is an expectation that reasonable steps will 
be taken to mitigate it. 

• Duty of Care: Local authorities have a duty to ensure that public highways are 
maintained in a condition that does not expose users to unnecessary danger. The 
current parking behaviour undermines this duty by creating conditions that 
materially increase the likelihood of an accident. 

• Vulnerable Road Users: Children, pedestrians, and cyclists are legally recognised 
as vulnerable road users. The daily presence of pupils from three local schools, as 
well as secondary school pupils cycling through the adjacent park, heightens the 
council’s responsibility to ensure that the environment is safe and that visibility is 
not compromised. 

• Emergency Access: The narrowing of the carriageway and obstruction of the 
junction may impede emergency vehicle access. This is a recognised Health & 
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Safety concern and may expose the council to liability if an incident occurs and 
access was preventably restricted. 

• Commercial Impact on Residential Safety: Where commercial activity contributes 
to a residential safety hazard, there is a reasonable expectation that the council 
will intervene through enforcement, engagement with the business, or the 
introduction of restrictions. 

School Safeguarding Considerations In addition to the above, the situation now raises 
clear safeguarding implications. The junction forms part of an established walking and 
cycling route used daily by pupils from three local primary schools, as well as 
secondary school pupils travelling through the adjacent park. As such, the council has 
responsibilities under its wider safeguarding obligations to ensure that routes 
commonly used by children are safe, accessible, and free from avoidable hazards. 

Safeguarding considerations include: 

• Statutory safeguarding duties: Local authorities have a responsibility to protect 
children from foreseeable harm in public spaces, including on school travel routes. 
The current parking behaviour compromises this duty by creating conditions in 
which children are exposed to unnecessary risk. 

• Visibility and child-safety risk: Children have limited capacity to judge vehicle 
speed and distance. Obstructed sightlines at a junction used heavily by young 
pedestrians and cyclists significantly increase the likelihood of an incident. 

• Safe Routes to School principles: National guidance emphasises the need for 
safe, unobstructed, and predictable travel routes for pupils. The persistent parking 
at this junction directly conflicts with these principles. The repeated near-misses 
involving children crossing or cycling past the junction demonstrate that the risk is 
not theoretical. It is a known safeguarding concern requiring timely intervention. 

Given the number of children using this route daily, the safeguarding risk is both clear 
and escalating. It is therefore essential that the council considers this matter not only 
as a highways issue but also as a safeguarding concern requiring prompt action. 

Request for Action In light of the above, I respectfully request that the council 
undertake an urgent review of this junction and consider the following measures: 

• Introduction of parking restrictions (e.g., double yellow lines) to protect sightlines.  
Enforcement action or patrols to deter unsafe parking practices.  

• Engagement with the commercial estate to prevent further misuse of residential 
streets.   

• A formal Highways safety assessment to determine appropriate long-term 
solutions. 

• Consideration of safeguarding obligations when assessing risk and determining 
appropriate interventions. 

I would be grateful for confirmation that this matter will be investigated and for 
information on the next steps in the assessment and decision-making process. 
 

4. Radley Road School traffic – Cllr Tom Greenaway 

To discuss what can be done about the issues concerning traffic on Radley Road 
particularly around the schools at school drop off and pick up times when there are 
large increases in the volume of traffic. Several messages have been received from 
residents about this, and we have been informed of a few near misses and previous 
collisions. 
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5. Toucan Crossing Ock Street White Horse Pub and Stratton Way / Bath Street – 
Cllr Mark Giddins 

Can anything be done about the number of vehicles that are driving through red lights 
is increasing. 

 
6. Roundabouts (all) – Cllr Mark Giddins 

Can anything be done about the appalling driver lane discipline. 
 

7. Parking on Longmead near the Fitzharris Arms/Tesco Express - Resident 

I am contacting you in regard to parking down my street (Longmead) near the 

Fitzharris Arms / Tesco express. The residents are struggling to park on the street due 

to people that do not live on the street using the area to park. The people from the 

college use the street the people in the shops use the street (when parking is already 

provided for the shops). People from all over Abingdon are parking on the street. This 

makes it really difficult for people who live here to park especially when there are a lot 

of families with kids. What we want is for the street to be changed to a controlled 

parking zone so only the residents can park in the area. As I find it unjust and unfair 

that we are having to park as far as 3 streets away from our house. If you please could 

take careful consideration into this it would be greatly appreciated.  

 

11. Educating people on cycling safety  

To discuss how to educate people on cycling safety including issues such as cycling without 
lights, dressing in dark clothing, cycling on the pavements and cycling the wrong way up 
roads. 

 

12. Fix my Street  

To discuss how to encourage wider public use of the ‘Fix my Street Oxfordshire’ service. 
Are there any ways in which people with no computer access and knowledge can report 
problems. 

 

13. Dates of future meetings 

To agree dates for future meetings of the Traffic Advisory Committee.  Proposed dates: 

 

• 25 November 2026 

• 24 February 2027 

• 21 or 28 July 2027 

 
 

The law allows members of the public and press to record meetings of the council and its 
committees. Should you wish to record at any meeting which is open to the public it is requested 
that you inform the Town Clerk of your intention to film or record before the day of the meeting, 
by emailing democratic@abingdon.gov.uk  or telephoning 01235 522642. 

mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk

