Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council
Roysse Court Offices, Bridge Street, Abingdon, OX14 3HU
Cherie Carruthers, Town Clerk/Chief Executive
Telephone: 01235 522642

Email: enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk

Website: www.abingdon.gov.uk

Traffic Advisory Committee
Wednesday 24" June 2026

Draft Minutes
In attendance online:

Clir Elio Astone Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council

Clir Oliver Forder Vale of White Horse District Council

Clir Mark Giddins Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council

Clir Tom Greenaway Oxfordshire County Council

Clir Jim Halliday Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council

Clir Eric de la Harpe Vale of White Horse District Council

Mr Chris Hulme Thames Valley Police

Mr Lee Turner Team Leader - Traffic & Road Safety, Oxfordshire County
Council

Ms Rosebella Angira Team Leader — Traffic & Road Safety, Oxfordshire County
Council

Jo Blackmore Clerk to the meeting

TA1/26 Election of Chair

It was proposed by Clir Forder seconded by Clir Giddins and RESOLVED that
Clir Elio Astone be elected as Chair of the Traffic Advisory Committee for the year
2026-27.

TA2/26 Election of Vice-Chair

It was proposed by Clir Halliday seconded by Clir de la Harpe and RESOLVED that
Clir Oliver Forder be elected as Vice-chair of the Traffic Advisory Committee for the
year 2026-27.

TA3/26 Terms of reference

The Terms of reference for the Traffic Advisory Committee of Abingdon-on-Thames for
the year 2026-27 were accepted.
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Apologies

Apologies were received from Clir Neil Fawcett (Oxfordshire County Council),
Clir Murali Gunarajah (Abingdon Town Council), Cllir Nathan Ley (Oxfordshire County
Council),

Declarations of interest

CliIr Elio Astone declared a non-pecuniary interest in the agenda item 10.3 -
Safeguarding and Health & Safety Risks at Radley Road / Kenneth Drive junction as
he is a resident on the estate.

Minutes and matters arising

It was proposed by ClIr Giddins, seconded by Clir Forder and RESOLVED that the
minutes of the meeting of the Traffic Advisory Committee of 28" January 2026 be
confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.

Public participation

None.

Actions reqister

The actions register was reviewed and updated where possible. Please follow this link
to the updated actions register.

Report from the Principal Officer, Traffic Scheme South Team,
Oxfordshire County Council

LT’s report was noted with thanks. The report responded to the actions register and
agenda items which have been minuted with the relevant item.

TA10/26 Items submitted to the Town Clerk by members or residents ahead of

the meeting

Junction Visibility & Parking on Boulter Drive - Clir Nathan Ley (OCC) on behalf
of a resident

This is raised on behalf of a resident in Gibson Close |, and some of my neighbours,
have been involved in near miss accidents and have also witnessed them.
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This is due to frequent dangerous parking, by both Cars and Vans on Boulter Drive
within a couple of metres of the T Junction into Gibson Close.

When leaving Gibson Close and turning right it is frequently impossible to see any
traffic coming down Boulter Drive, on the wrong side of the road, whilst they are
passing parked Cars and Vans.

My understanding of parking legislation is that parking should not be within 10 metres
(or 32 feet) from a T junction. This is frequently ignored at this junction.

In your official capacity would it be possible to organise double yellow lines painted as
indicated on the attached slides.
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24/06/2026 meeting update:

e |tis felt that the problem is being caused by commuter and school employee’s cars
being parked during working hours and installing yellow lines is likely to move the
problem elsewhere in the local area.

e This has been added to the Oxfordshire County Council list to paint white lines at
the Boulter Drive/Gibson Close junction to deter cars from parking on the junction.

20-mph Signs on The Chestnuts — Clir Oliver Forder

The sign is positioned at such an angle that it is picked up on a car’'s camera which is
going down the Radley Road so the car thinks it is entering a 20-mph limit area.

24/06/2026 meeting update:
LT stated that this is already on Oxfordshire County Council’s list to be corrected.

Safequarding and Health & Safety Risks at Radley Road / Kenneth Drive junction
— Clir Elio Astone (on behalf of a resident)

| am writing to formally request urgent intervention regarding the escalating safety and
safeguarding risks at the junction of Radley Road and Kenneth Drive. The situation
has now developed into a clear Health & Safety concern, with repeated incidents and
behaviours that present foreseeable risks to residents, schoolchildren, and other
vulnerable road users.

It has become increasingly evident that many of the vehicles parking dangerously
close to the junction are associated with the nearby commercial estate. This is no
longer a matter of occasional inconsiderate parking but a sustained pattern of
behaviour that is materially impacting the safety and wellbeing of the local community.

Health & Safety Risk — Legal Framing The current circumstances constitute a
foreseeable hazard under principles recognised in statutory guidance and local
authority duties. The repeated obstruction of sightlines at a junction heavily used by
vulnerable road users creates an avoidable risk that requires timely and proportionate
action.

The following points are of particular relevance:

a. Foreseeable Risk: The obstruction of visibility at a junction used daily by
schoolchildren and cyclists represents a clear and predictable risk of collision.
Once such a hazard is identified, there is an expectation that reasonable steps will
be taken to mitigate it.
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b. Duty of Care: Local authorities have a duty to ensure that public highways are
maintained in a condition that does not expose users to unnecessary danger. The
current parking behaviour undermines this duty by creating conditions that
materially increase the likelihood of an accident.

c. Vulnerable Road Users: Children, pedestrians, and cyclists are legally recognised
as vulnerable road users. The daily presence of pupils from three local schools, as
well as secondary school pupils cycling through the adjacent park, heightens the
council’s responsibility to ensure that the environment is safe and that visibility is
not compromised.

d. Emergency Access: The narrowing of the carriageway and obstruction of the
junction may impede emergency vehicle access. This is a recognised Health &
Safety concern and may expose the council to liability if an incident occurs and
access was preventably restricted.

e. Commercial Impact on Residential Safety: Where commercial activity contributes
to a residential safety hazard, there is a reasonable expectation that the council
will intervene through enforcement, engagement with the business, or the
introduction of restrictions.

School Safeguarding Considerations In addition to the above, the situation now raises
clear safeguarding implications. The junction forms part of an established walking and
cycling route used daily by pupils from three local primary schools, as well as
secondary school pupils travelling through the adjacent park. As such, the council has
responsibilities under its wider safeguarding obligations to ensure that routes
commonly used by children are safe, accessible, and free from avoidable hazards.

Safeguarding considerations include:

e Statutory safeguarding duties: Local authorities have a responsibility to protect
children from foreseeable harm in public spaces, including on school travel routes.
The current parking behaviour compromises this duty by creating conditions in
which children are exposed to unnecessary risk.

¢ Visibility and child-safety risk: Children have limited capacity to judge vehicle
speed and distance. Obstructed sightlines at a junction used heavily by young
pedestrians and cyclists significantly increase the likelihood of an incident.

e Safe Routes to School principles: National guidance emphasises the need for
safe, unobstructed, and predictable travel routes for pupils. The persistent parking
at this junction directly conflicts with these principles. The repeated near-misses
involving children crossing or cycling past the junction demonstrate that the risk is
not theoretical. It is a known safeguarding concern requiring timely intervention.

Given the number of children using this route daily, the safeguarding risk is both clear
and escalating. It is therefore essential that the council considers this matter not only
as a highways issue but also as a safeguarding concern requiring prompt action.

Request for Action In light of the above, | respectfully request that the council
undertake an urgent review of this junction and consider the following measures:

¢ Introduction of parking restrictions (e.g., double yellow lines) to protect sightlines.
Enforcement action or patrols to deter unsafe parking practices.

e Engagement with the commercial estate to prevent further misuse of residential
streets.

¢ A formal Highways safety assessment to determine appropriate long-term
solutions.
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e Consideration of safeguarding obligations when assessing risk and determining
appropriate interventions.

| would be grateful for confirmation that this matter will be investigated and for
information on the next steps in the assessment and decision-making process.

24/06/2026 meeting update:

e Reportedly yellow lines have been installed on the Radley Road industrial estate
which has resulted in vehicles including commercial vehicles parking in the nearby
residential streets, to which the residents are objecting. The industrial estate roads
are privately owned and not managed by Oxfordshire County Council.

o CH would like to be informed of what enforcement is occurring on the
industrial estate.
Action: Abingdon -on-Thames Town Council to write to the landlord of the Radley
Road industrial estate to establish the position.

e There are no pedestrian crossings on the Radley Road help the children to cross
the road safely to any of the three schools (two primary and one special needs
ages 2-19 years) on the Radley Road and with the number of parked vehicles
along the road it is difficult to find a crossing point with sufficient line of sight to
cross safely.

o It was noted that due to the traffic issues on the Radley Road vehicles are
having difficulty in getting out of sideroads and so are pulling out fast in small
gaps between traffic.

o And as the junctions are so wide cars are turning around quickly in the
junctions,

Increasing the risks to children trying to cross the road.

¢ Installing a pedestrian crossing costs a large amount of money for which there is
currently no funding. LT suggested that we started with white lines on both sides of
the road and review. This is already on Oxfordshire County Council’s job list.

JH Suggested that concerned residents take down registration numbers of taxis
parking dangerously and could report details to the District Council.

Radley Road School traffic — Clir Tom Greenaway

To discuss what can be done about the issues concerning traffic on Radley Road
particularly around the schools at school drop off and pick up times when there are
large increases in the volume of traffic. Several messages have been received from
residents about this, and we have been informed of a few near misses and previous
collisions. This also relates to the previous item.

24/06/2026 meeting update:

Oxfordshire County Council’s Travel Plan team have been in contact with the schools
however the schools are not engaging with the Travel Plan team. This could be partly
due to school staff parking along the road. It was noted that the pedestrian crossing
requested above would also help alleviate this. This would also help with 10.3.

The meeting advised that the concerned residents be informed that the schools are
not currently engaging to help fix this problem.

TA26/6



Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council Traffic Advisory Committee
Wednesday 24 June 2026
Draft Minutes

Toucan Crossing Ock Street White Horse Pub and Stratton Way / Bath Street —
Clir Mark Giddins

Can anything be done about the number of vehicles that are driving through red lights
is increasing.

24/06/2026 meeting update:

e LT and CH have not seen ANPR cameras sited at pedestrian crossings, and there
is no budget for the large cost of installing any.

¢ Road markings for pedestrian crossings have been surveyed across the county
and the road markings for the toucan crossing at the White Horse pub is on the list
to be repainted along with some others in Abingdon. The toucan crossing at
Stratton Way / Bath Street has recently been repainted.

e LT noted that the double roundabout, both sides of Ock Street and Marcham Road
are having markings refreshed.

e The following education point needs to be re-enforced: Do not cross until cars
have stopped.

Roundabouts (all) — Clir Mark Giddins
Can anything be done about the appalling driver lane discipline.

24/06/2026 meeting update:
CH stated that this wouldn’t have happened in their driving test and suggested it was
down to bad habits.

Parking on Longmead near the Fitzharris Arms/Tesco Express - Resident

| am contacting you in regard to parking down my street (Longmead) near the
Fitzharris Arms / Tesco express. The residents are struggling to park on the street due
to people that do not live on the street using the area to park. The people from the
college use the street the people in the shops use the street (when parking is already
provided for the shops). People from all over Abingdon are parking on the street. This
makes it really difficult for people who live here to park especially when there are a lot
of families with kids. What we want is for the street to be changed to a controlled
parking zone so only the residents can park in the area. As | find it unjust and unfair
that we are having to park as far as 3 streets away from our house. If you please could
take careful consideration into this it would be greatly appreciated.

24/06/2026 meeting update:
LT stated that this would require a residential parking zone to be set up, for which they
would need to contact the Controlled Parking Zones team, James Whiting.

Action: Abingdon -on-Thames Town Council to contact the Controlled Parking Zones
team to see if anything is possible and how to go about it. Also keep the resident
updated.

The meeting was also informed of another dangerous issue with car parking in the
area, where cars are driving along the footpaths and on the green to park on the grass
by Tesco’s Express or by the bungalows. This causes a danger to all pedestrian users
of the footpaths and green area and damage to the footpaths/green.
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CH informed the meeting that the police could only charge the drivers if the police
officer actually witnessed the driver driving along the footpath, but if the cars were
parked on the green or by the bungalows the police couldn’t do anything even though
it is obvious that the car would have had to be driven along the footpath to get there.

LT stated that it was impossible to install anything physical e.g. bollards as it was such
a wide area.

MG noted that the bungalows were likely to be housing or ex-housing association
stock and as so were built without parking provisions as the housing association
focused on housing and not garaging or car parking.

It was suggested to write to residents of the bungalows to encourage them not to drive
over public lane and footpaths and was it possible that college students are parking
here, this needs to be further investigation.

Extra items added at the meeting

8.

10.

Checker Walk to Thames Street passageway

The passageway is due to be closed due to Abbey Building Works and could signage
be displayed.

24/06/2026 meeting update:
LT informed the meeting that this would happen as part of the building work.

Speed sign on Dunmore Road
The speed sign on Dunmore Road, near Boulter Drive heading for Lodge Hill is
incorrectly set for 40mph.

24/06/2026 meeting update:
Action: MG to investigate and request that National Highways (who are believed to
have installed the sign) amend.

Peachcroft Roundabout Works

Town, District and County Councillors are keeping a close eye on the works; however,
these works are due to go on until November with various types of road closures and
lights. There are issues with the bus services, the county council is very aware of this,
as its one of their policys to encourage everyone to use public transport and any
problems with the bus service will do the opposite.

24/06/2026 meeting update:

It has been observed that the ‘Active Traffic Light Management’ has not been working
correctly and its impacting on other parts of Abingdon because the traffic is so backed
up people are trying to find any other route possible.

LT noted that traffic management was Oxfordshire County Council’'s Network Teams
responsibility with the Urban Traffic Management and Control (UTMC) team
monitoring the network.

Action: Abingdon’s Traffic Advisory Committee, having cross councillor support
draughts a note to OCC Network and UTMC teams stating that the Active Traffic
Management is not working and request that action be taken.
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TA11/26 Educating people on cycling safety

CH advised that it wasn’t the police forces job to educate people, they would if they
caught and stopped someone. Currently children can get bicycle safety instruction at
the age of 10 or 11 in school but there is none after that.

It was noted that there were no longer any public information films to frighten, but there
are sporadic initiatives the police and fire brigade running presentations on road
safety.

The meeting suggested that some information material was produced/sourced that
could be sent to schools or added to school networks to keep promoting cycle safety
to the teenagers/parents and the wider community etc.

Action: To come up with any suggestions for the next meeting and potential groups to
contact. One potential group is the Coalition for Healthy Streets and Active Travel
(CoHSAT).

It was suggested that a safety article could be published in the Abingdon Town Crier.

TA12/26 Fix my Street

LT stated that Oxfordshire County Council actively encouraged the use of FixMyStreet
Oxfordshire as the way to report all road, pavement, tree etc. problems. He also noted
that they would accept written reports posted into OCC directly at:

Oxfordshire County Council, County Hall, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1ND
It was suggested that an article on this could be published in the Abingdon Town Crier.

TA12/26 Dates of future meetings

- 25 November 2026
- 24 February 2027
- 21 or 28 July 2027

The meeting closed at:

SIgned: ..o

Date: .o
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